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WHAT IS A SCHOLARSHIP?

• Monetary award that DOES NOT have 
to be paid back

• Our investment in the future of our 
students

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



SCHOLARSHIPS VS. GRANTS

Scholarships
• Money you DO NOT pay 

back
• Awarded by WGU or 

private institutions
• Application independent 

from FAFSA
• Holistic approach to 

awarding

Grants
• Money you DO NOT pay 

back
• Awarded by Federal or 

State Government
• Must fill out the FAFSA
• Needs Based
• Handled by Financial Aid 

Office

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



NEW STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

• Four types of scholarships
– General WGU
– Program Specific
– Partner
– State Specific

• Routinely Changing
• Can apply from 60 days before to 60 days 

after start date

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.

Start Date:
July

60 days after:
September

60 days before:
May



EXAMPLES OF OFFERINGS

National Scholarships
• Education that Works for You
– $500/4, $2,000

• Excellence in Health Informatics
– $500/4, $2,000

• Healthcare Partners Fund
– $625/4, $2,500

• Finish to Go Further with WGU Texas
– $500/4, $2,000

• Many more listed on website

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



WGU SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITE

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



WGU SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITE

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



WGU SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITE



COMPLETING THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

What will I need?
• Student portal username/password
• An hour of uninterrupted time
• Solid idea of which scholarships you 

want to apply for
• AGI & # in household for most recent 

tax year
• Updated resume (optional, but 

preferred)
• Potential reference name and email 

address for LOR (optional)
• Employment, membership and/or 

military verification (if applicable)

*HINT: Look at the main scholarship website 
first to determine which scholarships are 
applicable to you and their requirements

A WGU Scholarship Representative can 
assist you with any questions. 

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



COMPLETING THE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Step 1: Sign in using student portal username/password
Step 2: Complete & submit the General Application
Step 3: Visit the “Opportunities” tab to apply for specific 
scholarships

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



AFTER APPLYING

1. Process application within 1-2 business days

2. Send email reminder to apply for specific 
scholarships.  Must be done within 5 business days.

3. Provisionally reviewed to determine if you are 
chosen as a finalist.

4. Contacted via email with review committee’s decision 
in approximately 2 weeks.

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



BASIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
• Quality of application

• Transcripts in & evaluated
– Past GPA
– # of transferable CUs

• Related Experience

• AGI & # in household

• Any extra documentation (proof of 
employment, letter of 
recommendation, etc.)

• Interview

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



AFTER BEING AWARDED

• Agree to the Scholarship Terms & Conditions in the Student Portal 
within 60 days of being awarded

• Start your program within 60 days of being awarded
• Scholarship money will post to your account on the 15th of your first 

month
• Must MEET OTP EVERY TERM in order for scholarship funding to 

renew

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



FAQs

How many students will be awarded?
On average, 1 in 10 applicants is awarded.

How many WGU scholarships am I allowed to have?
One

How long does it take to hear back if I am awarded?
6-8 weeks

Does the scholarship come directly to me, the student?
No

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS

• Not managed by WGU
• Work with Student Accounts to apply it (third 

party payment)
• All questions go to scholarship provider directly

Call 1-877-435-7948, ext. 3125 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/scholarships to learn more.



APPLYING FOR EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS

• Focus your scholarship search 
• Scholarships open and close at various times 

throughout the year.
• Be cautious 
• Apply through reputable organizations
– Do NOT give your social security number out
– NEVER PAY to apply for a scholarship
– Read privacy policies and terms and conditions



OTHER FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS

• Federal Grants (FAFSA)
– Pell Grant
– FSEOG 
– TEACH Grant

• Federal Student Loans (FAFSA)
– Subsidized
– Unsubsidized

• Financial aid
– finaid@wgu.edu, extension 3104
– http://www.wgu.edu/finaid

• VA and Military Benefits
– va@wgu.edu, extension 3127

Call 1-877-435-7948 or visit http://www.wgu.edu/finaid to learn more.


