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Institutional Authorization 
Western Governors University is authorized to provide its educational programs in Mississippi through a state authorization 
reciprocity agreement (NC-SARA). More information about NC-SARA is available on their website. 
 
Licensure Pathway 
Candidates applying for a teaching license in Mississippi do so through the direct licensure pathway. Direct licensure is available 
when a state allows candidates to be licensed upon completion of a program that is approved in the state of Utah. Candidates apply 
for licensure upon WGU confirming completion of an out-of-state program. They are not required to obtain a Utah license. Complete 
details on licensure requirements in the state of Mississippi as well as information on applying using the direct licensure pathway 
can be found in the licensure handbook. 
 
Educational Prerequisites 
WGU’s education preparation programs satisfy the applicable educational prerequisites for professional licensure in Mississippi for 
the following licenses: 
 

WGU Program License 

BA Elementary Education 
MAT Elementary Education Elementary Education K-6 

BA Special Education and Elementary Education (Dual Licensure) Elementary Education K-6 and Special Education 
Mild/Moderate Disability K-12 

BA Special Education (Mild to Moderate) 
MAT Special Education Special Education Mild/Moderate Disability K-12 

MA Mathematics Education (Middle Grades)* Mathematics 7-8 (Supplemental Endorsement) 

MA Science Education (Middle Grades)* Science 7-8 (Supplemental Endorsement) 

BS Mathematics Education (Secondary) 
MAT Mathematics Education (Secondary) 
MA Mathematics Education (Secondary)* 

Mathematics, Grades 7-12 

BS Science Education (Secondary Biological Science) 
MA Science Education (Secondary Biological Science)* Biology, Grades 7-12 

BS Science Education (Secondary Chemistry) 
MA Science Education (Secondary Chemistry)* Chemistry, Grades 7-12 

BS Science Education (Secondary Physics) 
MA Science Education (Secondary Physics)* Physics, Grades 7-12 

MAT Science Education (Secondary) 
Biology, Grades 7-12 or  
Chemistry, Grades 7-12 or 
Physics, Grades 7-12 

MAT English Education (Secondary) English, Grades 7-12 

Endorsement English Language Learning (PreK-12)* 
MA English Language Learning (PreK-12)* English as a Second Language, Grades K-12 

MS Educational Leadership* Administrator 

 
*Advanced programs are for already licensed teachers who want to add an additional teaching area or field to their licenses (or a 
separate license for Educational Leadership). These programs are not intended for aspiring teachers seeking initial licensure. 
 
Mississippi Educators may add Supplemental Endorsements to their license by either passing the appropriate Praxis content exam, 
completing a state-approved program, or completing 21 credits in the new area. Different requirements apply to different 
endorsement areas. Refer to the licensure handbook for more information. 
 
The following programs are not available in Mississippi: 

• BS Mathematics Education (Middle Grades) – This program is not available for initial licensure as Mississippi offers 
certification in Middle Grades Mathematics as a supplemental endorsement only. 

• MAT Mathematics Education (Middle Grades) – This program is not available for initial licensure as Mississippi offers 
certification in Middle Grades Mathematics as a supplemental endorsement only. 

• BS Science Education (Middle Grades) – This program is not available for initial licensure as Mississippi offers certification in 
Middle Grades Science as a supplemental endorsement only. 

• BS Science Education (Secondary Earth Science) – Mississippi does not have an Earth Science license. 
• MA Science Education (Secondary Earth Science) – Mississippi does not have an Earth Science license. 

 
Consumer Complaint Information 
Students can refer to this information regarding the complaint process for those attending WGU in Mississippi. 
 
Military Information 
Military personnel and their spouses should refer to Mississippi Code Annotated Section 73-50-1 for information on licensing 
opportunities. 

https://www.nc-sara.org/
https://cm.wgu.edu/t5/Teacher-Licensure-Information/Mississippi-Table-of-Contents-Teacher-Licensure-Articles/ta-p/1258
https://cm.wgu.edu/t5/Teacher-Licensure-Information/MS-Adding-a-Supplemental-Endorsement-to-a-Teaching-License/ta-p/1436
http://www.mississippi.edu/mcca/student_complaint_process.asp
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4bd7aeb4-ae7c-4993-87e5-8c8f91863374&nodeid=ABMABNAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABM%2FABMABN%2FABMABNAAB&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+73-50-1.+Issuance+of+license%2C+certificate+or+registration+by+occupational+licensing+board+to+military-trained+or+military+spouse+applicants+to+lawfully+practice+occupation+in+Mississippi+under+certain+circumstances%3B+temporary+practice+permit.&indicator=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8V57-59H2-8T6X-71XB-00008-00&ecomp=f38_kkk&prid=69fdc08c-dc9c-4dbc-84e7-cc911343619f

